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Definition of Gifted and Talented Student:

Gifted and talented student: The “Strengthening Gifted and Talented Education Act” defines a
gifted and talented student as a “student who possesses or demonstrates a high level of ability in
one or more content areas when compared to their chronological peers in the school district and

who require modifications of their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance
with their capabilities. ”

N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.3

EAST NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOLS GIFTED AND TALENTED
PHILOSOPHY and MISSION

Our Philosophy

The district responds to the diverse needs, interests, abilities, and aspirations of the total student
population, including students identified by the Gifted and Talented program, by providing for
students' inherent and developed talents.

The Gifted and Talented Program is dedicated to recognizing and supporting the growth of gifted
learners, and its philosophy is to acknowledge, value, and cultivate the varied skills of gifted
learners. The curriculum is created to inspire students to reach their full potential through
stimulating and enriching, real world experiences that go beyond classroom activities.

Students who have been identified as gifted and talented learners will participate actively and
cooperatively, strengthening their multifaceted skills and assuming ownership of their own
learning.

Our Mission

The mission of the East Newark School District's Gifted and Talented Program is to provide
opportunities for every child to achieve their full potential. Moreover, the Gifted and Talented
Program will provide resources for independent study as well as promote a learning environment
in which students can become leaders in real-world professional and community service settings.
In order to address all aspects of the State Standards while motivating students to develop
21st-century learning and thinking skills, the program will use a multi-process approach.
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GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM GOALS and
OBJECTIVES

The program's goals and objectives are to offer students experiences that will stimulate them
academically, socially, and emotionally so they can reach their full potential in managing change
and developing a feeling of responsibility for oneself, the school, the community, and society.

1. Students will gain the knowledge and skills needed for success in the twenty-first
century. Students will meet the standards of the following 21st century skill categories
through collaboration, networking, and communication:

❖ Students will work collaboratively, network, and communicate to meet the standards of
the 21st century skill categories listed below:

● Effective communication (reading, writing, speaking, listening)
● Computational skills (understanding and applying mathematical concept and reasoning,

analyzing and using numerical data)
● Community adeptness (citizenship; appreciation of diversity and pluralism; local,

community, global, and environmental awareness)
● Problem-solving and critical thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, evaluation,

decision making, creative thinking)
● Knowledge of information management (collecting, analyzing, and organizing

information from a variety of sources)
● Interpersonal aptitudes (teamwork, relationship management, conflict resolution,

workplace skills)
● Personal skills (ability to know oneself, management of change, personal accountability,

aesthetic receptivity, and wellness)
● Technology skills (computer literacy, Internet mastery, information retrieval and

management via technology)

2. Students will be given a myriad of methods to express themselves in a flexible
classroom environment that encourages risk-taking and divergent thinking.

3. Through the cognitive thinking process, students will develop their intellectual
potential and ideas.

● The ability to apply logical, inductive, and deductive reasoning will be demonstrated by
students, as well as the ability to operate at a range of cognitive levels according to
Bloom's taxonomy.
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GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM GOALS and
OBJECTIVES - Continued

4. Through a number of opportunities outside the school environment, students will be
given opportunities for intellectual and academic growth.

● Students will be introduced to a variety of resources both within and outside of
the community.

● Professionals and experts will provide students with ongoing instruction as needed to
improve learning.

5. By providing opportunities for positive relationships and group experiences with
intellectual peers, students will develop social and emotional awareness of their abilities.

❖ Students can enhance their creative thinking skills through fluency, versatility,
individuality, and elaboration.

❖ Students will receive support as they develop their capacity for creative problem-solving
skills:

● Problem identification
● Obtaining Facts
● Fact analysis
● Brainstorming potential solutions
● Solution evaluation
● Final solution selection

6. To evaluate the effectiveness of the gifted and talented program as well as the
success of students who regularly participate in the program.

● In order to ensure successful student outcomes, formal and informal assessments will
be used to evaluate program goals and objectives.
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Continuum of Services

Both inside and beyond the classroom, services and initiatives are provided for gifted and
talented students. All students receive iReady accounts. A diagnostic tool called iReady
identifies a student's academic level and suggests classes tailored to that level. These lessons can
be applied to enrichment work at home or as independent practice in math class. Depending on
whether a student's reading ability is below, at, or above grade level, materials that are
appropriate for that level are supplied to them. A pull-out program for our gifted and talented
students is intended to challenge pupils by providing insightful, outside-of-classroom
experiences. Additionally, Students will also be using Renzulli Learning, an interactive online
system that provides students with a personalized learning environment, allowing teachers to
easily differentiate instruction in order to increase engagement and achieve higher academic
performance. All students at Renzulli Learning benefit from our Global Collaboration module,
which promotes the development of 21st Century Learning Skills including critical thinking,
creative problem solving, creativity, time management, communication, teamwork, and global
competency.  Renzulli Learning is ongoing, and our students can utilize it inside and outside of
the classroom. Please see link for further information Renzulli Learning.
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Identification of Gifted and Talented Students Kindergarten – Grade 8

Multiple measurements and criteria are used in the process to identify individuals who
are gifted and talented. To identify students for gifted and talented programs, the State of
New Jersey advises employing different testing methodologies. Identifying these students
allows us to effectively differentiate instruction, modify curriculum to meet their needs,
and propose a variety of opportunities that may be challenging, intellectually stimulating,
and satisfying.

The development of a thorough description of any nominated student is aided by careful
teacher observations and objective evaluations. The selection and evaluation procedures
meet the requirements for Gifted and Talented Programs set out by the New Jersey
Department of Education.

East Newark Public Public School assessment procedures are age and grade level
specific, and may include, but are not limited to:

● Teacher recommendation/input

● i-Ready Diagnostic is an adaptive assessment, or a type of computer adaptive test. Computer
adaptive tests match the difficulty of test questions to the ability of each student. As students answer
questions correctly, the test gets more difficult. As students answer questions incorrectly, the test
gets easier. In both cases, the test adapts to find the precise ability of the test taker. Areas of study
covered in i-Ready, Please click link for further information i-Ready.

● CogAT (Cognitive Ability Test) - The Cognitive Abilities Test™ (CogAT) measures general
reasoning abilities in three domains: verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal. The CogAT Test measures
the level and pattern of cognitive development of a student compared to age mates and grade mates.
These general reasoning abilities, which start developing at birth and continue through early
adulthood, are influenced by experiences gained both in and out of school.

○ The CogAT measures three different cognitive abilities:
❖ Verbal- The verbal section measures a child’s ability to remember and transform sequences

of English words, to understand them and to make inferences and judgments about them.
❖ Quantitative l-The quantitative section measures a child’s understanding of basic

quantitative concepts and relationships.
❖ Non-Verbal- The non-verbal section measures reasoning using pictures and geometric

shapes. This section reduces the impact of language on the student’s score.

● The Start Strong Assessments:
The Start Strong Assessments for English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, and
Science provide educators and parents with an initial indication of some conceptual or
skill gaps that might exist in a student’s understanding of the New Jersey Student
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Learning Standards (NJSLS) and the level of support students may need to inform
instruction. The Start Strong Assessments are available for students in 4th through 8th
grades and high school (HS). Are based on a subset of prioritized prior-year academic
standardS. It is a required State assessment administered in the fall in approximately
45-60 minute. The exam provides immediate results to educators through the assessment
platform and includes the same accessibility features and accommodations as the NJSLA,
including forms in Spanish and Text to Speech (TTS).

● NJSLA-The New Jersey Student Learning Assessments for English Language Arts
(NJSLA-ELA) and measures student proficiency with grade level skills, knowledge, and
concepts that are critical to college and career readiness. On each assessment, students
read and analyze passages from authentic fiction and nonfiction texts. The test can also
include multimedia stimuli such as video or audio. The NJSLA-ELA assessments
emphasize the importance of close reading, synthesizing ideas within and across texts,
determining the meaning of words and phrases in context, and writing effectively when
using and/or analyzing sources. The New Jersey Student Learning Assessment for
Mathematics Mathematics (NJSLA-M) measures student proficiency with grade or course
level skills, knowledge, practices, and concepts that are critical to college and career
readiness. On each assessment, students will face a mixture of objective items assessing
content and practice and constructed-response items requiring the application of grade or
course appropriate reasoning and modeling.
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Kindergarten

EVALUATION TIMELINE

1. Each student in the classroom is given a "Teacher Rating Scale" by the teacher.
2. Teachers must complete "Characteristics of Gifted Children" for any
student who receives 3 or 4 on the Teacher Rating Scale.
3. The gifted and talented teacher checks for the child's Running Records
score for the middle of the school year.
4. By January, the gifted and talented teacher has completed Tier 2 of the
Matrix and the Math Benchmark Assessment.
5. A gifted and talented teacher administers the CogAT 2 to any student who
meets the eligibility requirements.
6. In February, the Kindergarten Gifted and Talented program begins.
7. Lesson Modules and Renzulli Learning Online Platform
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East Newark Public School Gifted and Talented Matrix Kindergarten

Name Date
Teacher Grade

Tier I
Each year, the program begins from start to end to select G&T students. Students are not
automatically enrolled in the program the following year.

Tier II

Teacher Rating Scale 4 (6-5) 3 (4-3) 2 (2) 1 (1)

Characteristics
of Gifted
Students
(Teacher
Recommendation
Form)

4 (32-28) 3 (27-23) 2 (22-18) 1 (17-13) Tier I1 Total

(8 point max)

Tier III
Screening Assessment for Gifted Students (CogAT, i-Ready- Language Arts and Math)

4 3 2 1

CogAt (7 or above) (6) (5) Below (5)

i-Ready
Language

Arts

(424 -479) &
above

(396-423) (362-395) (Below 362)

i-Ready
Mathematics

(412-454) &
above

(376-411) (363-375) (Below 375) Tier I1 Total

(12 point max)

Grand Total(Maximum Score Possible:40)_____________________
Tier I Top 5% of Grade Level

Tier II Minimum: 9 points
To qualify for the G&T program must meet Tier I and Tier II requirements.

Tier III CogAT and the i-Ready will be used to determine areas of strengths for the
program.
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East Newark Public School Gifted and Talented Teacher Rating Scale Kindergarten
Students

Teacher Date

Names of students who fit each category should be listed.
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East Newark School Characteristics of Gifted Students - Teacher Recommendation Form
Kindergarten Students

Student Date
Teacher Total Score

Please read each of the following items and consider the degree to which you have observed the
presence or absence of each characteristic or behavior.

(1) = seldom or never (2) = rarely (3) = considerably (4) = almost always

1. The student has quick mastery and recall of factual information, as well as
academic concepts beyond most of his or her peers.

1 2 3 4
2. The student enjoys solving difficult and unusual problems and keeps an
intense and sustained interest in completing them.

1 2 3 4
3. The student possesses a wealth of knowledge on a variety of topics and is
capable of communicating this knowledge to others.

1 2 3 4
4. The student understands the underlying principles and can make quick and
valid generalizations.

1 2 3 4
5. The student reads extensively on his or her own and does not avoid difficult
reading material.

1 2 3 4
6. Other teachers and peers recognize the student's high intellectual ability.

1 2 3 4
7. The student understands difficult ideas and concepts by reasoning them out.

1 2 3 4
8. The student is at ease and an active member of his or her group when
participating in group activities.

1 2 3 4
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First Grade

EVALUATION TIMELINE

1. MAY - Kindergarten teachers complete “Teacher Rating Scale” for each
student in the classroom.
2. MAY - Kindergarten teachers complete “Characteristics of Gifted
Children” for any student receiving 3 or 4 points on the Teacher Rating Scale.
(Fall form will be completed October 30th by the first grade teachers.)
3. SEPTEMBER - Gifted and Talented teacher looks up a child's
“Children’s Progress Scores” and finds the average for all the scores for
each section.
4. SEPTEMBER - Gifted and Talented teacher looks up child’s Running
Records score.
5. SEPTEMBER: Math Benchmark Assessment, Gifted & Talented
teacher completes Tier 2 on the Matrix.
6. OCTOBER - The last week of October, we receive a report that states the
students who are the top 5% of the class using the Math benchmarks and Running
Records.
7. NOVEMBER - Gifted and Talented teacher administers the CogAT to
any student who meets the requirements to be tested.
8. NOVEMBER - First Grade Gifted and Talented students are identified
and the program begins.

9. Lesson Modules and Renzulli Learning Online Platform
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East Newark Public School Gifted and Talented Matrix First Grade

Name Date
Teacher Grade

Tier I
Each year, the program begins from start to end to select G&T students. Students are not
automatically enrolled in the program the following year.

Tier II

Teacher Rating Scale 4 (6-5) 3 (4-3) 2 (2) 1 (1)

Characteristics
of Gifted
Students
(Teacher
Recommendation
Form)

4 (32-28) 3 (27-23) 2 (22-18) 1 (17-13) Tier I1 Total

(8 point max)

Tier III
Screening Assessment for Gifted Students (CogAT, i-Ready- Language Arts and Math)

4 3 2 1

CogAt (8 or above) (7) (6) Below (6)

i-Ready
Language

Arts

(480-536) &
above

(458-479) (434--457) (Below 434)

i-Ready
Mathematics

(455-496) &
above

(416-454) (404-415) (Below404) Tier I1 Total

(12 point max)

Grand Total (Maximum Score Possible:   40)   ____________________
Tier 1 Top 5% of Grade Level       Tier 2 Minimum: 6 points

To qualify for the G&T program must meet Tier I and Tier II requirements.
Tier III CogAT and the i-Ready will be used to determine areas of strengths for the

program.
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East Newark Public School Gifted and Talented Teacher Rating Scale First Grade Students

Teacher Date

Names of students who fit each category should be listed.
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East Newark School Characteristics of Gifted Students - Teacher Recommendation Form
First Grade Students

Student Date
Teacher Total Score

Please read each of the following items and consider the degree to which you have observed the
presence or absence of each characteristic or behavior.

(1) = seldom or never (2) = rarely (3) = considerably (4) = almost always

ACADEMICS:

1. The student has quick mastery and recall of factual information, as well as academic
concepts beyond most of his or her peers.

1 2 3 4
2. The student's vocabulary is unusually advanced. They can meaningfully elaborate on a

topic.

1 2 3 4
3. The student is knowledgeable about a wide range of topics that go beyond the typical

interests of young people his or her age.

1 2 3 4
4. The student attempts to determine the root cause of how and why things work. He or she

poses numerous provocative questions.

1 2 3 4
5. The student is a keen and alert observer who typically has a more complete

understanding of a story or event.

1 2 3 4
6. The student is self-directed and self-motivated to learn.

1 2 3 4
7. The student is well-liked by his or her peers and demonstrates leadership among them.

1 2 3 4
8. The student is at ease and an active member of his or her group when participating

in group activities.

1 2 3 4
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(Continued) CREATIVITY:

9. The student solves problems in innovative and creative ways. He or she thinks
independently.

1 2 3 4
10. The student likes to improvise and try new and different ways of doing things.

1 2 3 4
11. The student tries to develop his or her artistic abilities and appears to pick up talents in

the arts without training.

1 2 3 4
12. The student frequently creates unique ideas or initiatives and takes a lot of risks.

1 2 3 4
LEADERSHIP/MOTIVATION:

13. The student is self-motivated and self-directed in their learning.

1 2 3 4
14. The student prefers a difficult task to a routine assignment.

1 2 3 4
15. The student aspires towards excellence and frequently criticizes themselves.

1 2 3 4
16. The student is well-liked by his or her peers and exhibits leadership qualities.

1 2 3 4
17. The student is comfortable taking part in group activities and actively contributes to his

or her group.

1 2 3 4
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Second Grade

EVALUATION TIMELINE

1. MAY - 1st Grade teachers complete “Teacher Rating Scale” for each
student in the classroom.
2. MAY - 1st Grade teachers complete “Characteristics of Gifted Children” for

any student receiving 3 or 4 points on the Teacher Rating Scale. (Fall form will be
completed October 30th by the first grade teachers.)
3. SEPTEMBER - Gifted and Talented teacher looks up a child's
“Children’s Progress Scores” and finds the average for all the scores for
each section.
4. SEPTEMBER - Gifted and Talented teacher looks up child’s Running
Records score.
5. SEPTEMBER: Math Benchmark Assessment, Gifted & Talented

teacher completes Tier 2 on the Matrix.
6. OCTOBER - The last week of October, we receive a report that states the

students who are the top 5% of the class using the Math benchmarks and Running
Records.
7. NOVEMBER - Gifted and Talented teacher administers the CogAT to any
student who meets the requirements to be tested. 8. NOVEMBER - Second Grade
Gifted and Talented students are identified and the program begins.

8. Lesson Modules and Renzulli Learning Online Platform
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East Newark Public School Gifted and Talented Matrix Second Grade

Name Date
Teacher Grade

Tier I
Each year, the program begins from start to end to select G&T students. Students are not
automatically enrolled in the program the following year.

Tier II

Teacher Rating Scale 4 (6-5) 3 (4-3) 2 (2) 1 (1)

Characteristics
of Gifted
Students
(Teacher
Recommendation
Form)

4 (32-28) 3 (27-23) 2 (22-18) 1 (17-13) Tier I1 Total

(8 point max)

Tier III
Screening Assessment for Gifted Students (CogAT, i-Ready- Language Arts and Math)

4 3 2 1

CogAt (8 or above) (8) (8) Below (8)

i-Ready
Language

Arts

(537-560) &
above

(516-536) (491--515) (Below 491)

i-Ready
Mathematics

(497-506) &
above

(446-496) (430-445) (Below430) Tier I1 Total

(12 point max)

Grand Total (Maximum Score Possible:   40)   ____________________
Tier 1 Top 5% of Grade Level       Tier 2 Minimum: 6 points

To qualify for the G&T program must meet Tier I and Tier II requirements.
Tier III CogAT and the i-Ready will be used to determine areas of strengths for the

program.
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East Newark Public School Gifted and Talented Teacher Rating Scale Second Grade
Students

Teacher Date

Names of students who fit each category should be listed.
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East Newark School Characteristics of Gifted Students - Teacher Recommendation Form
Second Grade Students

Student Date
Teacher Total Score

Please read each of the following items and consider the degree to which you have observed the
presence or absence of each characteristic or behavior.

(1) = seldom or never (2) = rarely (3) = considerably (4) = almost always

ACADEMICS:

1. The student has quick mastery and recall of factual information, as well as academic
concepts beyond most of his or her peers.

1 2 3 4
2. The student's vocabulary is unusually advanced. They can meaningfully elaborate on a

topic.

1 2 3 4
3. The student is knowledgeable about a wide range of topics that go beyond the typical

interests of young people his or her age.

1 2 3 4
4. The student attempts to determine the root cause of how and why things work. He or she

poses numerous provocative questions.

1 2 3 4
5. The student is a keen and alert observer who typically has a more complete

understanding of a story or event.

1 2 3 4
6. The student is self-directed and self-motivated to learn.

1 2 3 4
7. The student is well-liked by his or her peers and demonstrates leadership among them.

1 2 3 4
8. The student is at ease and an active member of his or her group when participating

in group activities.

1 2 3 4
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(Continued) CREATIVITY:

9. The student solves problems in innovative and creative ways. He or she thinks
independently.

1 2 3 4
10. The student likes to improvise and try new and different ways of doing things.

1 2 3 4
11. The student tries to develop his or her artistic abilities and appears to pick up talents in

the arts without training.

1 2 3 4
12. The student frequently creates unique ideas or initiatives and takes a lot of risks.

1 2 3 4
LEADERSHIP/MOTIVATION:

13. The student is self-motivated and self-directed in their learning.

1 2 3 4
14. The student prefers a difficult task to a routine assignment.

1 2 3 4
15. The student aspires towards excellence and frequently criticizes themselves.

1 2 3 4
16. The student is well-liked by his or her peers and exhibits leadership qualities.

1 2 3 4
17. The student is comfortable taking part in group activities and actively contributes to his

or her group.

1 2 3 4
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Third through Eighth Grade

EVALUATION TIMELINE

1. MAY - Teachers complete “Teacher Rating Scale” for each student in
the classroom.
2. MAY - Teachers complete “Characteristics of Gifted Children” for any student

receiving 3 or 4 points on the Teacher Rating Scale. (Fall form will be completed
October 30th by the first grade teachers.)
3. SEPTEMBER - Gifted and Talented teacher looks up a child's

“Children’s Progress Scores” and finds the average for all the scores for each
section.
4. SEPTEMBER - Gifted and Talented teacher looks up child’s Running

Records score.
5. SEPTEMBER: Math Benchmark Assessment, Gifted & Talented

teacher completes Tier 2 on the Matrix.
6. OCTOBER - The last week of October, we receive a report that states

the students who are the top 5% of the class using the Math benchmarks,
Running Records and Writing Assessments.
7. NOVEMBER - Gifted and Talented teacher administers the CogATto

any student who meets the requirements to be tested.
8. NOVEMBER: Third through Eighth Grade Gifted and Talented students

are identified and the program begins.
9. Lesson Modules and Renzulli Learning Online Platform
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East Newark Public School
Gifted and Talented Matrix

Third Grade

Name Date
Teacher Grade

Tier I
Each year, the program begins from start to end to select G&T students. Students are not
automatically enrolled in the program the following year.

Tier II

Teacher Rating Scale 4 (6-5) 3 (4-3) 2 (2) 1 (1)

Characteristics
of Gifted
Students
(Teacher
Recommendation
Form)

4 (32-28) 3 (27-23) 2 (22-18) 1 (17-13) Tier I1 Total

(8 point max)

Tier III
Screening Assessment for Gifted Students (CogAT, i-Ready- Language Arts and Math)

4 3 2 1

CogAt (10 or above) (10) (10) Below (10)

i-Ready
Language

Arts

(561-602) &
above

(548-560) (514-547) (Below 514)

i-Ready
Mathematics

(507-516) &
above

(467-506) (451-466) (Below451) Tier I1 Total

(12 point max)

Grand Total (Maximum Score Possible:   40)   ____________________
Tier 1 Top 5% of Grade Level       Tier 2 Minimum: 6 points

To qualify for the G&T program must meet Tier I and Tier II requirements.
Tier III CogAT and the i-Ready will be used to determine areas of strengths for the

program.
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East Newark Public School
Gifted and Talented Matrix

Fourth Grade

Name Date
Teacher Grade

Tier I
Each year, the program begins from start to end to select G&T students. Students are not
automatically enrolled in the program the following year.

Tier II
Teacher Rating Scale 4 (6-5) 3 (4-3) 2 (2) 1 (1)

Characteristics
of Gifted
Students
(Teacher
Recommendation
Form)

4 (32-28) 3 (27-23) 2 (22-18) 1 (17-13) Tier I1 Total

(8 point max)

Tier III
Screening Assessment for Gifted Students (CogAT, I-Ready, Start Strong, NJSLA)

4 3 2 1

CogAT (11 or above) (11) (11) Below (11)

i-Ready
Language Arts

(603-629) &
above

(579-602) (557-578) (Below 557)

i-Ready
Mathematics

(517-526) &
above

(484-516) (465-483) (Below465)

Start Strong ELA 10-20 7-9 4-6 below 3

Start Strong Math 23-25 19-22 11-18 Below 10

NJSLA ELA 786-850 750-785 725-749 700-724

NJSLA Math 786-850 750-785 725-749 700-724 Tier I1 Total

(28  point max)

Grand Total (Maximum Score Possible:   40)   ____________________
Tier 1 Top 5% of Grade Level       Tier 2 Minimum: 6 points         Tier  3 Minimum: 3points

To qualify for the  G&T Program, students must  meet the minimum in all three tiers.

25



East Newark Public School
Gifted and Talented Matrix

Fifth Grade

Name Date
Teacher Grade

Tier I
Each year, the program begins from start to end to select G&T students. Students are not
automatically enrolled in the program the following year.

Tier II

Teacher Rating Scale 4 (6-5) 3 (4-3) 2 (2) 1 (1)

Characteristics
of Gifted
Students
(Teacher
Recommendation
Form)

4 (32-28) 3 (27-23) 2 (22-18) 1 (17-13) Tier I1 Total

(8 point max)

Tier III
Screening Assessment for Gifted Students (CogAT, I-Ready, Start Strong, NJSLA)

4 3 2 1

CogAT (11 or
above)

(11) (11) Below (11)

i-Ready
Language Arts

(630-648) &
above

(609-629) (581-608) (Below 581)

i-Ready
Mathematics

(527-540) &
above

(498-526) (480-497) (Below 480)

Start Strong ELA 10-20 7-9 4-6 below 3

Start Strong Math 23-25 19-22 11-18 Below 10

NJSLA ELA 786-850 750-785 725-749 700-724

NJSLA Math 786-850 750-785 725-749 700-724 Tier I1 Total

(28  point max)

Grand Total (Maximum Score Possible:   40)   ____________________
Tier 1 Top 5% of Grade Level       Tier 2 Minimum: 6 points         Tier  3 Minimum: 3points

To qualify for the  G&T Program, students must  meet the minimum in all three tiers.

26



East Newark Public School
Gifted and Talented Matrix

Sixth Grade

Name Date
Teacher Grade

Tier I
Each year, the program begins from start to end to select G&T students. Students are not
automatically enrolled in the program the following year.

Tier II

Teacher Rating Scale 4 (6-5) 3 (4-3) 2 (2) 1 (1)

Characteristics
of Gifted
Students
(Teacher
Recommendation
Form)

4 (32-28) 3 (27-23) 2 (22-18) 1 (17-13) Tier I1 Total

(8 point max)

Tier III
Screening Assessment for Gifted Students (CogAT, I-Ready, Start Strong, NJSLA)

4 3 2 1

CogAT (12 or
above)

(12) (12) Below (12)

i-Ready
Language Arts

(641-653) &
above

(616-640) (598-615) (Below 598)

i-Ready
Mathematics

(541-564) &
above

(514-540) (495-513) (Below 495)

Start Strong ELA 10-20 7-9 4-6 below 3

Start Strong Math 23-25 19-22 11-18 Below 10

NJSLA ELA 786-850 750-785 725-749 700-724

NJSLA Math 786-850 750-785 725-749 700-724 Tier I1 Total

(28  point max)

Grand Total (Maximum Score Possible:   40)   ____________________
Tier 1 Top 5% of Grade Level       Tier 2 Minimum: 6 points         Tier  3 Minimum: 3points

To qualify for the  G&T Program, students must  meet the minimum in all three tiers.
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East Newark Public School
Gifted and Talented Matrix

Seventh Grade

Name Date
Teacher Grade

Tier I
Each year, the program begins from start to end to select G&T students. Students are not
automatically enrolled in the program the following year.

Tier II

Teacher Rating Scale 4 (6-5) 3 (4-3) 2 (2) 1 (1)

Characteristics
of Gifted
Students
(Teacher
Recommendation
Form)

4 (32-28) 3 (27-23) 2 (22-18) 1 (17-13) Tier I1 Total

(8 point max)

Tier III
Screening Assessment for Gifted Students (CogAT, I-Ready, Start Strong, NJSLA)

4 3 2 1

CogAT (13/14 or
above)

(13/14) (13/14) Below
(13/14)

i-Ready
Language Arts

(654-669) &
above

(632-653) (609-631) (Below 609)

i-Ready
Mathematics

(565-574) &
above

(531-564) (508-530) (Below508)

Start Strong ELA 10-20 7-9 4-6 below 3

Start Strong Math 23-25 19-22 11-18 Below 10

NJSLA ELA 786-850 750-785 725-749 700-724

NJSLA Math 786-850 750-785 725-749 700-724 Tier I1 Total

(28  point max)

Grand Total (Maximum Score Possible:   40)   ____________________
Tier 1 Top 5% of Grade Level       Tier 2 Minimum: 6 points         Tier  3 Minimum: 3points

To qualify for the  G&T Program, students must  meet the minimum in all three tiers.
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East Newark Public School
Gifted and Talented Matrix

Eighth Grade

Name Date
Teacher Grade

Tier I
Each year, the program begins from start to end to select G&T students. Students are not
automatically enrolled in the program the following year.

Tier II

Teacher Rating Scale 4 (6-5) 3 (4-3) 2 (2) 1 (1)

Characteristics
of Gifted
Students
(Teacher
Recommendation
Form)

4 (32-28) 3 (27-23) 2 (22-18) 1 (17-13) Tier I1 Total

(8 point max)

Tier III
Screening Assessment for Gifted Students (CogAT, I-Ready, Start Strong, NJSLA)

4 3 2 1

CogAT (13/14 or
above)

(13/14) (13/14) Below
(13/14)

i-Ready
Language Arts

(670-684) &
above

(642-669) (620-641) (Below 620)

i-Ready
Mathematics

(575-585) &
above

(541-574) (518-540) (Below 518)

Start Strong ELA 10-20 7-9 4-6 below 3

Start Strong Math 23-25 19-22 11-18 Below 10

NJSLA ELA 786-850 750-785 725-749 700-724

NJSLA Math 786-850 750-785 725-749 700-724 Tier I1 Total

(28  point max)

Grand Total (Maximum Score Possible:   40)   ____________________
Tier 1 Top 5% of Grade Level       Tier 2 Minimum: 6 points         Tier  3 Minimum: 3points

To qualify for the  G&T Program, students must  meet the minimum in all three tiers.

29



East Newark Public School
Gifted and Talented Teacher Rating

Scale Grade 3-8 Students

Teacher Date

Names of students who fit each category should be listed.
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East Newark School
Characteristics of Gifted Students - Teacher Recommendation

Form Grade 3-8 Students

Student Date
Teacher Total Score

Please read each of the following items and consider the degree to which you have observed the
presence or absence of each characteristic or behavior.

(1) = seldom or never (2) = rarely (3) = considerably (4) = almost always

ACADEMICS:

1. The student has quick mastery and recall of factual information, as well as academic
concepts beyond most of his or her peers.

1 2 3 4
2. The student takes pleasure in accomplishing challenging and unique problems and

shows a strong commitment to doing so.

1 2 3 4
3. The student possesses a wealth of knowledge on a variety of topics and is capable

of communicating this knowledge to others.

1 2 3 4
4. The student understands the underlying principles and can make quick and valid

generalizations.

1 2 3 4
5. The student is acknowledged as having outstanding intellectual ability by other

teachers and peers.

1 2 3 4
6. By using logic, the student may understand difficult ideas and concepts.

1 2 3 4
(Continued) CREATIVITY:

7. The student solves problems in innovative and creative ways. He or she thinks
independently.

1 2 3 4
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8. The student likes to improvise and try new and different ways of doing things.

1 2 3 4
9. The student tries to develop his or her artistic abilities and appears to pick up talents in

the arts without training.

1 2 3 4
10. The student frequently creates unique ideas or initiatives and takes a lot of risks.

1 2 3 4
LEADERSHIP/MOTIVATION:

11. The student is self-motivated and self-directed in their learning.

1 2 3 4
12. The student prefers a difficult task to a routine assignment.

1 2 3 4
13. The student aspires towards excellence and frequently criticizes themselves.

1 2 3 4
14. The student is well-liked by his or her peers and exhibits leadership qualities.

1 2 3 4
15. The student is comfortable taking part in group activities and actively contributes to his

or her group.

1 2 3 4

32



Exit Criteria for Gifted and Talented Students

Grades K–4 Students
East Newark Public School

● Must remain on or above grade level proficiency in reading, writing, arithmetic,
and science.

● Every year, every student in the district is reassessed, and the grade level criteria are used
to identify the top 5% of the class.

Grade 5 Students
East Newark Public School

● Must maintain grade level proficiency in reading, writing, arithmetic, and science.
● Must have at least a proficient score on the NJSLA in Math and ELA.

Grades 6-8 Students
East Newark Public School

● Reading, writing, math, and grade level benchmarks must be met or exceeded.
● Must have at least a proficient score on the NJSLA in Math and ELA.
● Maintain a grade of B+ (87%) or higher
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EAST NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOL
501 11 North Third Street, E Newark, NJ 07029

(973) 481-6800

Dr. Rosaura Bagolie Emidio D’Andrea
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator
rbagolie@eastnewarkschool.org ed’andrea@eastnewarkschools.org

GIFTED & TALENTED PROCEDURAL COMPLAINT PROCESS

Complainant Information

Name:
Street Address:
City, State, Zip Code:

Telephone Number:
Email Address:

Name of School:

Complaint Information
(Attach additional pages if necessary)

A .Provide a clear and concise description of the nature of the complaint. Provide any evidence upon which the
allegation is based, with relevant supporting documentation. The description and supporting evidence should
include relevant facts that support the allegation that the school is in violation of the Standards cited in the
complaint.

B .Indicate the section(s) of the Standards that are alleged to have been violated, as well as the time frame in which
the alleged lack of compliance occurred.

C. Describe the steps taken to exhaust the school's grievance procedure, describe the school's action taken thus far,
and provide a copy of the school's response to the complaint as a result of prescribed procedures. Please include
copies of any relevant documents.

Upon completion submit this form to Nicole Rios and or Derris Brown, Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction,
located at 501 11 North Third Street, E Newark, NJ 07029
(973) 481-6800.
I certify that the information provided in this Complaint is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.
Signature:
Date:
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EAST NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOL
501 11 North Third Street, E Newark, NJ 07029

(973) 481-6800

Dr. Rosaura Bagolie Emidio D’Andrea
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator
rbagolie@eastnewarkschool.org ed’andrea@eastnewarkschools.org

NOTICE OF STUDENT INELIGIBILITY GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM

(Date)

Dear Parents/Guardians: (or name of parent/guardian)

The selection committee for the (name of school) gifted and talented program has met to determine
your child’s need for academic experiences beyond those already provided in the classroom.  After
careful consideration and evaluation of the information collected, it is the committee’s decision that
(name of student) academic needs are being met effectively at this time and there will be no change
in educational status.

Since grade level expectations and workloads vary, student educational status will be re-evaluated
on an annual basis. It is our desire to provide the educational programming that is most beneficial
for each student’s academic growth.

Sincerely,

Gifted and Talented Committee
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EAST NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOL
501 11 North Third Street, E Newark, NJ 07029

(973) 481-6800
Dr. Rosaura Bagolie Emidio D’Andrea
Superintendent of Schools Business Administrator
rbagolie@eastnewarkschool.org ed’andrea@eastnewarkschools.org

(Date)

Dear Parents/Guardians:

The selection committee for the (name of school) gifted and talented program has met to determine your
child’s need for academic experiences beyond those already provided in the classroom.  After careful
consideration and evaluation of the information collected, it is the committee’s decision that (name of
student) would benefit from participation in advanced learning opportunities in the following areas:

☐  Language Arts/Literacy        ☐  Mathematics                 ☐  Science ☐  Social StudieS
☐  Art ☐  Music ☐  Psychomotor

Your child will receive appropriate differentiated services to help develop abilities in the specific area(s)
identified above. Appropriate services may include options such as the following: cluster grouping, various
acceleration options, differentiated study experiences in the classroom, resource services delivered in the
general classroom or pull-out, independent projects, learning centers, and curriculum compacting. Gifted and
Talented services will be provided within the classroom.

Since grade level expectations and workloads vary, student educational status will be re-evaluated on an
annual basis. Student’s performance will be discussed annually.  It is our desire to provide the educational
programming that is most beneficial for each student’s academic growth.

Sincerely,

Gifted and Talented Selection Committee

Please complete the information requested below.  Sign and return by ____________________.

☐ I give permission for my child ______________________________ to participate in the Gifted and
Talented Program.

☐ I do not want my child ______________________________ to participate in the Gifted and Talented
Program.

Parent Signature______________________ Date_____________________
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CogAT Results Interpretation Letters

Dear Guardian/Parent:

Your child recently completed the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT). This exam is divided into

three batteries: verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal. The verbal battery assesses a student's ability

to learn and solve word-related problems. The quantitative battery assesses the growth of

numerical concepts. The nonverbal battery assesses problem-solving abilities using figures and

pictures. The test assesses the level and pattern of developed abilities that are influenced by

experiences both in and out of school, and it assists educators in determining instructional

strategies that will best meet your child's needs. Scores are expressed as follows:

Standard Age Score: The Standard Age score is a normed score. You should receive a Standard
Age Score (SAS) for each battery and a composite score. The maximum SAS value is 160.
While this score appears to be an IQ score, it is critical to remember that the CogAT is NOT an
IQ test.

Age Stanine: A score for age stanine ranges from 1 to 9, with 9 being the highest. A higher
stanine level indicates greater cognitive abilities as measured by the CogAT, whereas a lower
stanine level indicates decreased cognitive abilities as measured by the CogAT. Your child falls
into the 40th - 59th percentile with a stanine of 5. (about average).
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Age Percentile Rank: The age percentile rank shows how your child performed on the test in
comparison to other students their age. You may receive an age percentile rank comparing your
child to other students in the same school district as well as a national age percentile rank.

Should you have a question on your child's eligibility please reach out to your school
building Superintendent/Principal.
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Links that may provide additional resources:

NJ DOE Gifted and Talented - Remote Learning Resources

https://www.nj.gov/education/covid19/sped/gifted.shtml

The New Jersey Consortium for Gifted and Talented Programs

www.njcgtp.org

The New Jersey Association for Gifted Children

www.njagc.org

The National Association for Gifted Children

www.nagc.org

The Gifted Child Society

www.gifted.org

The Counsel for Exceptional Children

www.ericec.org

The New Jersey Department of Education

www.state.nj.us/education

The Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth

www.cty.jhu.edu

Montclair State University Gifted & Talented Program

www.montclair.edu/gifted
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